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NOTICE OF PUBLIC RICHTE

‘Sriafier authority nams: Duli

Parish Councit

AND PUBLICATION

OF UNAUDITED ANNUA! SOVERNANCE S

AGCOUNTABILITY RETURN

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2026

Local Audit aind Accountability Act 2014 Sections 26 and 27

NOTICE

The Accounis and Audit Reguiations 2015 {Si 2015/234)

1. Date of announcement 8™ June 2026 (a)

2 Each year the smaller authorily’s Annual Covemance and Accounishilily
Return {AGAR} neesds fo be reviewed by an extermna! auditor appointsd by
Smaller Authorities’ Audit Appointments Ltd. The unaudited AGAR has been
published with this notice. As it has yet to be reviewed by the appointsd
auditor, it is subject to change as 2 result of that review.

Any person inferested has the right o inspest and make copiss of the
accounting records for the financial year t¢ which the audit relates and ali
books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents
mhﬂngtoﬁmsermrdsmmthema&emﬂab&eformpe&mnhymw
interested. For the wear ended 21 Barch 2028 these documents will ke
available on reasonable notice by application to:

(b} Clerk@Dullingham-pc.org.uk;

commencing on (c) __Wednesday 9 June 2026

and ending on {d) ___ Tuesday 20 July 2026

3. Local government electors and their representatives aiso have:

» The opportunity to question the appointed auditor about the accounting
records; and

»  The right ic make an obieclion which concems a matier in respect of which
the appointed auditor could either make a public interest report or apply io
the court for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful. Written
notice of an objection must first be given fo the audifor and a copy sent to
the smaller authority.

The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below
for this purpose between the above dates only.

4. The smaller authority’s AGAR is subject to review by the appointed auditor

under the provisions of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, the
Accounts and Audit Reguilations 2015 and the NAO’s Code of Audit Practice
2024. The appointed auditor is:

PKF Littlejohn LLP (Ref: SBA Team)
30 Churchili Place
London E14 5RE

{sba@pkt con)

5. This announcement is made by Lynn Cole, Clerk to the Parish Council,
Clerk@duilingham-pe.org.uic

(=) Insert date of placing of the notice
which must be not less than 1 day

before the dale in (c) below
(b) Insert name, position and
addressiftelephone  number/  email

address, as appropriale, of the Clerk or
pifier person o which any person may ,
apply to inspect the accounts

{c) Inseri date, which must be at least 1
day after the date of announcement in
{a) above and exaclly 30 working days
before the date appointed in (d) below

{d) The inspection period between (c}
and {d) must be 30 working days
inclusive and must include ihe first 10
working days of July

(e) insert name and pesition of person
placing the noﬁce this person must be
“+the espe sial pfficer for the

smaﬂer authority




LOCAL AUTHORITY ACCOUNTS: A SUMMARY OF YOUR RIGHTS

Please note That this summary appiies i all relevant smaller authorities, inciuding iocal
councils, internal drainage boards and ‘other’ smaller authorities.

The Local Auc abilib . {the Act) governs the work of auditors appomted to
smaﬂer authorities. This. SJ‘n“m&!’)" exp*atns the pmvrs:ms contained in Sediions 38 and 27 of the Ast.
The Act and the ~—or 705 also cover the duties, responsibilities and

rights of smafier au‘thon'ties other orgamsatmns and the public concerming the accounts being
audited.

As a local elector, or an interested person, you have certain legal rights in respect of the accounting
recerds of smaller authorities. As &n interested person you can inspect accounting records and
related documents. if you are & local govemment glector for the arga-io which the accounts 1elate you
can also ask questions about the accounts and ohject to them. You do not have o pay directly for
exercising your rights. However, any resulting costs incurred by the smaller authority form part of its
running costs. Therefors, indirectly, local residents pay for the cost of you exercising your righta
hrough heir council 1&x.

The right to inspect the accounting records

Any imeresied person-can inspect the accounting records, wihich inciudes but is not limited o iocal
electors. You can inspect the accounting records for the financial year fo which the audit relates and
all books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers. receipts and cther documents relating to those records.
You can copy all, or part of these records or documents Your inspaction must he about tha
accounts, or refate to an item in the accounts. You cannot, for example, inspect or copy documents
unrelated to the accounts, or that include personal information {Section 26 (B) — (10) of the Act
explgins what is meant by ﬁ&ﬁanal information). You cannotinspect information which is protecied by
commercial confidentiality: This is information which would prejudice commercial confidentiality if it
was released to the public and there is not. set against this. a very strong reason in the public interest
why it Shouid nevertheless be disciosed.

When smalier authorities have fimisieg prepenng sccounits for the finencial yeer and approved them,
they must publish them {including on a website). There must be a 30 working day period, called the
‘period for the exercise of public rights’, during which you can exercise your statutory right to inspect
the accounting records. Smaller authorities must left the public, including adverlising fus on thewr
website, that the-accounting records and related documents are available to inspect. By arrangement
you will then have 30 working days 1o inspect and make copies of the accounting records. You may
have B pay a copying chasge. The 30 working day perod must include a common period of
inspection during which alt smaller authorities’ accounting records are avaitable to inspect. This will be

1-14 July 2026 for 2025/26 accounts. The advertisement must set out the dates of the period for the
exercise of pubiic rights, how you can-communicate {o the smailer authonty that you wish to-inspect
fhe accounting records and related documents, the name and address of the auditer, and the ralevant
legistation that governs the inspection. of accounts and objections.

The right to ask the auditor quastions about the aceounting records

You should first ask your smaller authority about the accounting records, since they hold all the
detaifs. if you are a jocai efector, your right fo ask questions of the extemnai auditor 1s enshitined in iaw.
However, while the auditor will answer your questions where possible, they are not always obliged 1o
do so. For example, the gquestion might be better answered by another omganisation, Tequire
investigatiun beyond the asuditor's remit, or involve disproportionate cost {which is bome by the locai
taxpayer). Give your smaller authorify the opporiunity first to explain anything in the accounting
records that you are-unsure-about. If you are-not satisfied with their explanation. you can questien the
external auditor about the accounting records.



The low limits the #me available for you formally to ask questions. This must be done in the period for
the exercise of public rights, so fet the external auditor know your concern as soon ag possible. The
adveriisement or notice that tells you the accaunting recards are availabie to inspect will aiso give the
period for the exercise of public tights during which you may ask the auditor questions, which here
means formally acking guestions undar the Act You can ask somsens o represent you When asking

he-external audilor guestions.

Before you ask the exiernal auditor any qusstions, inspect the accounting records fully, SO you know
what they contain. P]easererrmbetﬁtatywmetfannaihraskuuesﬁaﬂs under the Act, after the
end of the periog for the exercise of public rights. You may ask your smaller autherily other questions.
about their accounts for any year, at any time. But these are not questions under the Act.

You can ask the external auditor guestions about an item in the accounting records for the financial
year being audited. However, your right to ask the external auditor questions is limited: The external
auditor can only answer ‘what' questions, not ‘why' questions. The external auditor cannot answer
guestions shout policies finances, procedures or anything else-unless # ic diraclly relovant io an fiem
in the accounting records. Remember that your questions must always be about facts, not opiniens.
To avoid misunderstanding, we recommend that you always. put your questions in writing.

The right to make objections at audit

You have inspected the accounting records-and asked your questions of the smaller autherity. Now
you may wish 1o object to the accounts on the basis that an ilem in them is in your view uniawiul or
there are matters of wider concem arising from the smaller authority’s finances. A local government
glector can ask the external guditor to apply 1o the High Court for a declaration that an item of account
is unlawful, or to issue a report on matters which are in the public interest. You must tell the external
auditor which specific item in the accounts veou obiect fo and why you think the item is unlawful. or
why you think that g public interest repert should be marde ohout # You must provide the exemat
auditor with the evidence you have io support your objection. Disagreeing with income or spending
does not make it unlawful. To-cbiect fo the accounis you must write {o the-external auditor stating you
want 10 migke an objection, including the informialicn. and svidence below-and you must send 8 copy
o the smaller autherity. The notice must include:

confirmation that you are an efector-in the simailer authority s areg;

why yeu are objeciing ie the accounts and the facis-en which you rely;

details of any item in the accounts that you think ie unlawful: and

detaiis of any matier aboul which you think the exiemnal audiior should make a public inierest
repart.

¢ b 9 @

Qther than it must be in writing, there.is no set fonnat for ob;ecﬂng Yoz. can on!y ask the external
auditor to act within the powers available underthe _ccal Sodil and focounabihiy Aol 2074

A Tinaifword

You may not use this 'fght io obisct’ o make = personat @mp%amt or claim against your smaller
suthiurnily. You shouid take such compiainis 10 your focal Gitizens' Advice Buread, local Law-Gentre or
to your saolicitor. Smaller authorities, and so local taxpayers, meet the costs of deaimg with questions
and cohiections. In deciding whether to take vour ohjection forward, one of a series of factors the
auditor must take into zceount is the cost that will be invalved they will only continue with the
objection if it is in the public interest to do so. They may also decide not to consider an objection if
they think that it is-frivolous or vexatious, or if it repeats an objection aiready considered. 17 you appeat
o the courts against an audiior's decision not {0 apply {0 the couris for a declaration that an item of
accourit is unlawful, you will have to pay for the action yourself.

f ]
| For more detailed guidance on public rights |

and the special powers of audttors etrpres or
the pubhcatlon
are avallable fmm the NAO

¥ you wish {0 contact your authority's appointed
external auditor please write to the address in
paragraph 4 of the Notice of Public Rights and
Publication of Unaudited Annual Governance &
Accountability Refum.

f webs:te. .




