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The Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 and the Openness of Local Government 
Bodies Regulations 2014 confirm the right of the press and public to attend, report 
on, film, photograph, audio-record and use social media to comment on meetings of 
statutory bodies, including Parish Councils, Town Councils, City Councils and 
Community Councils, where those meetings are open to the public. 
 
Anyone wishing to record a Parish Council meeting is asked to inform the Clerk 
before the start of the meeting by emailing 
dullinghamparishclerk@dullingham.org.uk. This helps the Council make practical 
arrangements and inform those present, but it does not remove the statutory right to 
report on public meetings. 
 
 
The Regulations allow recording, broadcasting and the use of social media to report 
or comment on Council, Committee and Sub-Committee meetings, provided this is 
done in a non-disruptive manner during the meeting. 
These rights do not extend to recorded material being used: 
•           Out of context or out of sequence 

•           In a way that misrepresents the proceedings 

•           In a way that misrepresents the views of those speaking at the meeting. 
The Chair of the meeting may ask any person to stop recording, leave the meeting, 
or may suspend the meeting, if their actions are considered sufficiently disruptive to 
impede the business of the meeting. 
Please note that the Regulations do not apply where the press and public have been 
lawfully excluded from a Council, Committee or Sub-Committee meeting because 
confidential or exempt information is being considered, or where publicity would be 
prejudicial to the public interest. They also do not apply to informal working parties or 
task groups that are not formal meetings of the Council, a Committee or a Sub-
Committee. 
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